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FOR RELEASE: 15 July 1976
FROM: Kika de la Garza
94-544
Washington D C
SENSATIONAL Sl'ORlES about the misdeeds, actual or alleged, of one or two members of
Congress tend to obscure the fact that the great majority of the men and women serving
in this popularly elected legislative body are constructively at work day after day for
the people they represent. This is not said in defense of wrongdoers. Misuse of Federal
funds is a grave matter. It is legitimate news. It should be dealt with by Congress
and by the consitutuents of any member of Congress found guilty of such a charge.
Media responsibility, it is fair to say, does not end with newspaper, televi-
sion and radio coverage of the bad actions of an isolated member of Congress. The House
of Representatives and the Senate must work on a regular basis with important national
issues. Newspaper readers, television viewerS and radio listeners have a right to ex·
pect that they will be informed about what Congress does regarding these issues such
matters as unemployment, taxes, farm policy, conservation and foreign affaira, to name
a few.
Thorough reporting by the media of congressional debate and action on such
issues is of the greatest importance. Less so to members of Congress themselves than
to the citizens of their respective districts. A well-informed citizenry is essential
to the success of democratic government. The bad news must be covered, of course; no
one denies that. My plea is that the constructive news be covered no less painstakingly.
The remedy for whatever ills exist in Congress is not to lay down a blanket
indictment of the whole body. The late Speaker Sam Rayburn, who knew Congress as well
as anyone and better than most, used to say t\:lat practically all members were "represen-
tative, in the most literal sense of the word. of their people." My own experience in
the House long ago convinced me of the truth of that statement. I firmly believe a
proper perspective in news about Congress would show that in the legislative body as in
the country as a whole the good guys are in the majority.
* * *
ALONG THAT LINE, I would like to put in a w9rd for the men and women who work for members
and for the various congressional committees. The often maligned staff is made up of
individuals who work hard. They have to.
In the First Congress, each of the 65 members of the House of Represen-
tatives had an average of 69,449 constituents. Today 435 members have an average of
485,000 constituents. (The 1970 Census showed the 15th Congressional District with
a population of 466,359, and this figure has increased sharply.) On any given day a
substantial number ask that their Congressman do something to assist them. The scope
of services rendered by a congressional office has widened tremendously with the giant
growth of the Federal bureaucracy.
My own staff, which I consider about the best to be found on Capitol Hill,
is made up of persons dedicated to the interests of South Texans. They work hard and
effectively, as I believe4nyone who has had contact with our office will testify. We
have someone on hand to answer telephones and keep the work moving from 7 in the morning
until 11 at night. There are no easy riders here. Nobody has time to do anything but
essential congressional work -- legislative research, report writing, analysis of bills,
handling constituent inquiries with the Executive departments and agencies. And, yes,
typing all the above, an average of over 100 letters per day.
* * *
ALL SIDES of the controvellL1 involving the Agriculture Department's brucellosis eradica-
tion program were covered during three days of public hearings by 'my Agriculture Subcom-
mittee on Department Operations. The picture that emerged from the testimony of the
numerous witnesses was mixed and contradictory. Those witnesses included experts from
the U S Department and state departments of Agriculture, the Texas and Southwestern
Cattle Raisers Association, representatives of other farm organizations, and both beef
and dairy cattle producers.
All the testimony will be studied thoroughly by me and other members of the
committee. Eradication of this disease is of urgent importance to our South Texas cat-
tIe industry. That is what we are working to attain.
* * *
THE U S FLAG CODE has been revised by a law recently enacted by Congress. It is
designed to clear up any confusion about how the American flag should be flown -- and
this is a year when more flags are being flown by private citizens and business firms
than usual.
Night flying of a flag is now authorized -- but only if the flag is
properly ]ghted. Some other high points: ~Jhen displayed on a wall, the blue field
should always be uppermost and to the observer's left. On a speaker's platform, if
the flag is displayed flat, it should be above and behind the speaker. On a staff,
it should be in front of the audience and to the speaker's right. On a car, the flag-
staff should be attached to the right fender. The flag should be flown upside down
only as a distress signal and should never be worn as clothing.
Fly the flag during our 200th birthday year.
* * *
VISITORS FROM HOME: nmong those visiting my office from home this week were the follow-
iqg: Dr Joseph Zavaletta, Gina, Joe, and Peter, all of Brownsville; Mr Roberto De La Vina
of Edinburg; Mr and Mrs Ralph Bolls and Ronnie, Mr and Mrs Juan B Guerra Jr, and Mr and
Mrs Jesus M Vasquez and family, all of McAllen; Mr and Mrs Pablo A Saenz Jr, Michsel,
and Richard, of Rio Grande City; and Mr and Mrs George W Goeser of Weslaco; and Mr and
Mrs Edgar Schwartz, formerly of Rio Hondo, now living in Houston; and Mr and Mrs Jose
Cavazos of McAllen.
* * *
